THERE HAD NEVER BEEN ANY
PLAN TO BECOME A SINGER/
SONGWIRITER, BUT MARK
WILKINSON 5 JUST ABOUT TO
HEAD OFF TO EUROPE TO BE
JUST THAT, MICHAEL SMITH
INVESTIGAITES.

A BAGKPAGK
OF SONGS

flatrnate tought me a few chards on
the guifar ond | just oot sweot upin it
English-txorm Sydneysider Wikinson
explains Alreody in his early twenties, he only
picked up the guitar five years aga. "It tock a while
to pluck up the cowage fo perform live but fiends
tock me aleng to an cpen mic night and things
want frorm theee.”

The sangwiting came prethy scon after Wilkinscn
knew enaugh chords fo match the tunes that were
coming info his hecd and on the evidence of his
denut ER Cefophone Life, the songwiting shows
an aready high level of scphisication, with a fing
sense of craff and aranging. The usually solo aist
Qlso opted to cdllin o band for the recoeding, "
didnt want to be limited by the fact that | pley sala
v, bacause even | get a Mle bored Fslening to
sinclersangviter allbums that are just guitar and
vaeal, And when | wite songs, | can olways hear
the instruments filing out the sound, so | really
anjoyed doing that with the ER®

As Tar the sangwiiting itself... “Nathing in particular
wos prampling the wiiting, apart from just wanting
1o do it The ivricol contant & stuff that was going
an in rry e ar just things 1'd think about, but |
usualy wiite the melody first 50 I'd fry and maich
fhe Iyrics ta how | hink the melocy feels, Fm ahwoys
wiitireg and thot for me s the good shulf,

“You get mora of a feal live of what works as a
song and what dossn't, I'm sure a ot of people
find some songs ane really good live but don't
transiate in the studio, whene other songs work
petter in the studio, 5o the gigs have given me
a better idea of how that works for me, When |
first started witing, a kot of my songs were six or

saven minutes long and | didn't realise so I've
obvioushy refined that.”

Soon after recarding the ER Wikinson scoed o
wordwide publishing deal with Pesar Music after
attending o “death by demc® session orgonised
by the Music Manogers' Forum, plus met the local
Pever rep who then checked him out af one of

his gigs. Knowing he's potenticly gat the suppart
courtesy of an iInfemational pubksher, Wikinson
cdecided it was fime to check out fhe possitlities
owverseas. “There are gigs alleody [ocked down

ot The Pemeverance, The Green Drogon and The
Regal Roorn in London, Thomas Read's in Dublin,
Intersaup, Cidant and Smmer in Berin and o gio
of two In Parts and Fm also about hatfway thiough
recording a debut alburn and 1l finish that when |
get back for o release aearly next veor”

WHO Mok Wikinson
WHAT Celicphone Life (Independent]

WHEN & Tuasday 17 June,
WHERE The Boserrent, Clroular Gy




